Concert Choir
Procession
From “A Ceremony of Carols” …………………………..………… Benjamin Britten
Op. 28
I Wonder and I Wander ………………………………….…. Appalachian Folk Song
Panis Angelicus ……………………………………………………………………. C. Franck
Jubilate Deo ……………………………………………………………. Michael Praetorius
Psalm 65
arranged by Doreen Rao
Preparatory and Intermezzo
Sing We Now of Christmas ……………….……. arranged by Becky Slagle Mayo
Dueremete, nino ………………………………………………………. Victor C. Johnson
Do-Re-Mi ……………………………………………………… Rodgers/Hammerstien II
From the musical Play “The Sound Of Music”
arranged by Clay Warnick
Encore!
I Saw Three Ships ……………………………… Arranged by Mary Lynn Lightfoot
Mary, Did You Know? ……………………………. Mark Lowry and Buddy Greene
The Goslings …………………………………………………………. Sir Frederick Bridge

Concert Choir
Veni, Veni Emmanuel …………………………..………………… Michael John Trotta
18th Century Latin Hymn
9th Century Origin
A Tapestry of Music ………………………………………………………. Sherry Blevins
Go Where I Send Thee! …………………………….. arranged by Caldwell & Ivory
Combined Choirs
Marshmallow World ………………………………………………………. Peter De Rose
Concert Choir
Stille Nacht ……………………………………………………………………. Franz Gruber
Cantique de Noel …………………………………………………………. Adolphe Adam
Combined Choirs
The First Noel ……………………………………………. arranged by David Wilcocks

Join us for outdoor carols to celebrate the season
in Cathedral Square!
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I Believe ……… Mark Miller

These words were written during WW2, on the wall of a cellar, by a Jewish child
in the Cologne concentration camp.
I believe in the sun even when it is not shining.
I believe in love even when I don’t feel it.
I believe in God even when He is silent.

A Tapestry of Music

When I can’t ﬁnd my voice will you help me
Reveal the words I’m longing to say;
Tear my thread of doubt; unravel them a way.
When I’m enveloped in silence will you break it?
Find my shattered pieces on the ground?
Gather up the shards, then scatter light all around, all around me.
Then my life will weave a tapestry of music;
All my tattered threads now redeemed,
And in the cloth I’ll ﬁnd a world that I design
With patterns more colorful than I dreamed.
When I can’t ﬁnd my path will you show me?
Light a torch so I can ﬁnally see,
That the course is clear; there’s nothing to fear;
Take may hand and walk with me.
I will let my voice break the silence.
When I speak I will not be afraid.
Step by step I am moving on.
I will not stand in my way!
I will clear the course set before me.
When I speak they will hear what I say.
Step by step I am moving on.
Nothing can stand in my way!
I will sing!

Concert Choir & Encore*
Karalynn Anastasio
Eva Barone
Bayleigh Batchelor*
Lauryn Burrell
Tatum Courington*
Melanie Cox
Janie Dunwell*
Heaven Gray
Grace Greenwood*
Rhiannon Harris
Katie Ann Hites*
Marisol Hoffmann
Helena Jauregui
Eva Langan
Madison McPhillips*
Laney Melton
Andrew Morvant
Emma Powell
Eashan Sharma
Spencer Stoll
Madisyn Washington*
Kathleen Bowden
Grace Brack
Elisha Cook
Renata Gonzalez-Espana
Lilly Heller
Vincent Jauregui
Elizabeth Ann McDonald
Fiona McGill
Miles Morgan

Kiley Murphy
Noah Clark*
Jackson Moons*
William Stoll*
Intermezzo
Elijah Clark
Adeline Greenwood
Cayleigh Hayes
Liv Kopp
Titus Nicholson
Conyer Smith
Angelina Turrens
Sarah Wooten
Abigail Zackman
Preparatory
Anniston Malone
Mary Morvant
Lee Porter
Ellen Wentworth
Jacob Wooten
Percussion
Noah Clark
Jackson Moons
William Stoll

About Mobile’s Singing Children

Founded in 1977 by Bonnie Jean and Valrey Early, the very ﬁrst group of
Mobile's Singing Children was comprised of 20-25 singers, ages 8 - 10 years
old. In 1982 MSC was chartered as a non-proﬁt organization by the state of
Alabama.
Now under the direction of Susan Hoitt, Mobile’s Singing Children is the
premier youth choir on the Gulf Coast. We provide opportunity for
children to receive classical voice training of the very highest quality, as
well as perform music of the highest caliber in age-appropriate ensembles.

In its 44-year history, MSC has toured and performed in Europe, Canada
and numerous states in the U.S. We have been featured on National Public
Radio’s “From the Top” and were named Official Children’s Choir for
Mobile’s Tri-Centennial Celebration Silver Anniversary Concert Series. We
perform regularly with the Mobile Symphony and Mobile Opera.
Mobile’s Singing Children consists of four choirs:
The Preparatory Choir is a training choir for those singers who need to
develop their musical skills and gain more experience with rehearsal/
performance situations.

About Mobile’s Singing Children

The Intermezzo Choir is for singers who are more experienced in using
their vocal instrument. This choir aims to instill good vocal habits and to
continue reading skills in its singers.
The Concert Choir is the premier independent community chorus. This
choir is for exceptionally talented young singers in 5th – 12th grade with
treble voices. It aims to challenge its members with a wide range of
literature and performance experiences. This choir is the main touring
group of Mobile’s Singing Children.

Encore! is for High School singers with one or more years of experience.
Some Encore! Singers have been members of Mobile’s Singing Children in
another ensemble. Some Encore! singers have no previous MSC experience,
but may have trained in a church choir or school choir.

From the Director
Welcome to the Mobile’s Singing Children 44th season of music. Who could have
imagined that the 43rd season would end so abruptly with our last concert in
March? How could we have known that our spring concert would be cancelled
and our choirs would be unable to showcase the music they learned and mastered?
We were all conﬁdent that the quarantines would not last forever. And, look at us
now! With a focus on safety and innovation, here we are performing concerts!
This season may look different as we navigate these uncharted waters, but we
continue on.
Each singer knows MSC places emphasis on dedication and commitment to the
choir; Wow! Has this been a year to showcase these high ideals! Our singers are
some of the most outstanding young people you will ﬁnd anywhere. Their senses
of discipline, responsibility and musical artistry have shined and grown over the
last few months.
We began our rehearsals this season without singing a note. Our ﬁrst focus was
on the continuation of the educational side of our mission: music theory. We
developed into better musicians while patiently seeking information to guide us
toward rehearsing and singing safely. This was a difficult time for all of us, but
through their dedication and commitment, these young people braved on. We
moved from no vocal music to humming while indoors and socially distanced.
Then, we advanced to singing outdoors in masks while continuing our strong
focus on music theory. And, recently, and again while socially distanced, we were
cleared to sing with a mask inside and without a mask outside! Do you wonder
about the difficulty of singing while wearing a mask? Well…ask any of our singers.
It takes courage, discipline, and dedication. The character this group has shown is
beyond anything I could have imagined. These are strong kids and they love to
sing and perform! I tell them often, “Take in every moment.”
We have enjoyed tremendous support during these times. To gather a large group
of singers and keep them distanced safely takes a large space. We are so very
grateful to St. Dominic’s Catholic Church, who offered their sanctuary for our
larger group. Spring Hill Presbyterian Church, our home, graciously offered their
chapel to our smaller group.

From the Director

Our parents have worked harder than ever to ensure that Mobile’s Singing
Children continues for many years to come. Our ﬁnancial donors have stepped up
to keep us aﬂoat ﬁnancially during this very difficult time. I hope that each of
you ﬁnd a way to help MSC: Help us recruit new singers; Support and show
appreciation to our benefactors; Perhaps most importantly, encourage our young
singers in any way you can. Let them know how much you appreciate their
dedication, commitment and hard work!
For tonight’s performance, please relax and enjoy these outstanding young people
as they share a miracle concert that will surely be remembered for a lifetime. Take
in every moment!

Susan Hoitt, Director
Susan Hoitt, a Mississippi native, is in her
16th year as conductor of the four choirs of
Mobile’s Singing Children. She holds a Bachelor
of Music Education degree from the University of
Southern Mississippi, with dual emphasis in
choral and instrumental music. Drawn to public
music education, she served as Choral Music
Director and Assistant Band Director of Moss
Point High School for eight years, followed by
teaching elementary music in the Mobile (AL) County School System. Her
choirs earned consistent superior ratings at district and state festivals. Under
her direction, MSC has been selected for MS-ACDA and AL-AMEA
conferences while also regularly performing with the Mobile Symphony
Orchestra and Mobile Opera. Susan is currently the Coordinator of Children’s
Choirs at Spring Hill Presbyterian Church. She has also served as Director of
Children’s and Youth Music at Christ United Methodist Church and as Director
of Music at Forest Hill United Methodist Church. Her passion for the art of
choral music can be measured in the smiles and successes of her students.

MSC Staff & Leadership
Christopher Powell, Pianist
Christopher W. Powell is Music Director and Organist at
Christ Church Cathedral, and the Anthony and Alma
Fisher Music Director at Springhill Avenue Temple in
Mobile, Alabama. He is also the accompanist for Mobile's
Singing Children, the gulf coast’s premier children’s
chorus. Christopher studied organ performance with
Lynne Lauderdale at the University of West Florida and at
The Juilliard School in New York City with Grammy
Award winning organist, Paul Jacobs. As a composer, he
won a silver medal in 2016 and a bronze medal in 2017 in
the Global Music Awards competition. Christopher studied composition, earning a
diploma with honors in harmony, in Paris at the Nadia Boulanger Summer Institute
of the European American Musical Alliance in July of 2019.

Allie Randall, Music Theory
Allie serves as the theory teacher for Mobile’s Singing Children. She is originally
from Ocean Springs, Mississippi. She is a senior at the University of South
Alabama and is pursuing a degree in music education. She looks forward to a
career in teaching, and loves working with talented students every week in Mobile’s
Singing Children.

Board of Directors
Stephen Reams, President
Donna Goff
Carolyn Wikle
Ginger Ferniany
Tish Odom
Susan Hoitt

Parent Council
Becky Harris, President
Julie Bradley, Monitors
Stacey Clark, Hospitality
Amy Powell, Fundraising
Shannon Courington, Photography
Stephanie Greenwood, Marketing
Monique Gray, Librarian
Amy Melton, Uniforms
Louis Seymour, Video & Concert Set-up

Guest Performer
David Walker
David Walker is from Laurel, MS, and is pursuing a
Bachelor of Arts in Music from the University of
Southern Mississippi. He has performed in numerous
musicals, operettas and operas throughout Mississippi
over the past several years including roles as NicelyNicely Johnson (Guys and Dolls), Adolpho (The Drowsy
Chaperone), Nemorino (L’elisir D’amore),and Eddie
Souther (Sister Act). Other shows include Beauty & the
Beast, Annie, The Mikado, The Pirates of Penzance, Rigoletto, Faust and
Turandot, along with many other concert/cabaret performances with the Natchez
Festival of Music, FestivalSouth and Mississippi Opera. Mr. Walker is in the voice
studio of Dr. Jonathan Yarrington.

Mobile’s Singing Children is a community funded organization relying on the
support of the Gulf Coast through grants, corporate donations, and individual
contributions. We invite you to help us “Keep on Singing” by becoming an Official
Patron of Mobile’s Singing Children. Mobile’s Singing Children, Inc. is a 501(c)3
charitable organization. Donations may be tax deductible. Please check with your
tax preparer for details.
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Preparatory Singers
Anniston Malone
Anniston is a 2nd grade homeschool
student and debuting with MSC this year.
She enjoys playing the ukulele and guitar,
embroidery, art, and spending time with
family. She'd like to attend Auburn and
became an obstetrician one day.

Mary Morvant
Mary is a 3rd grade student at Collier and
is enjoying her ﬁrst year performing with
MSC. She is also a member of the SHPC
choir and enjoys swimming, collecting
rocks and shells. People may be surprised
to know that she eats sushi!

Lee Porter
Lee is a 3rd grader at Spanish Fort
Elementary and is involved in baseball and
jiu-jitusu. This is his ﬁrst year in MSC. He
wants to study robotics in college and you
may be surprised to know he can climb a
20-foot rope!

Ellen Wentworth
Ellen is 4th grader at Corpus Christi
Catholic School and this is her ﬁrst year in
MSC. She enjoys playing soccer, reading
and playing board games with her family.
She loves rocks and wants to be a geologist
someday!

Preparatory Singers
Jacob Wooten
Jacob is a 3rd grade homeschool student
and is performing for the ﬁrst time with
MSC. He loves "The Sound of Music" and
taking piano lessons. He hopes to attend
college in Hawaii where he can enjoy the
beach and study engineering.

Intermezzo Singers
Elijah Clark
Elijah is a 4th grader at Council
Traditional School and this is his second
season with MSC. He plays soccer and is
involved with The Jazz Studio and the
strings program through his school. He
would like to be a geologist one day!

Adeline Greenwood
Adeline is a 4th grader at Covenant
Christian School and this is her second
year singing with MSC. She enjoys skating,
gymnastics and playing with her little
sister, Evie. She hopes to become an artist.

Cayleigh Hayes
Cayleigh is a homeschool student in the
4th grade. This is her second season with
MSC. She also enjoys taekwondo, bowling
and playing with her dog. She hopes to
become a doctor or taekwondo instructor
one day.

Liv Kopp
Liv is a 5th grader at St. Paul’s Episcopal
School. This is her debut year with MSC.
She loves to sing in harmony and enjoys
drawing. She plays basketball, guitar and is
a Girl Scout. She homes to become an
engineer or musician one day.

Intermezzo Singers
Titus Nicholson
Titus is a 4th grade homeschool student.
This is his 4th season singing with MSC.
He enjoys sports, reading and loves to play
basketball.

Conyer Smith
Conyer is in the 4th grade at St. Dominic
Catholic School. This is his second year in
MSC. He enjoys baseball and swimming.
Conyer wants to attend the University of
Alabama and become a doctor.

Angelina Turrens
Angelina is a 7th grader at Clark Shaw
Magnet School. This is her debut season
with MSC. She enjoys piano, soccer and
painting and hopes to become a doctor or
baker one day.

Sarah Wooten
Sarah is a 5th grade homeschool student
and this is her 3rd season with MSC. Sarah
also enjoys horseback riding. People would
be surprised to know that she's making 5
different movies all by herself!

Intermezzo Singers
Abigail Zackman
Abigail is a 10th grade homeschool student
and loves to sing! She enjoys reading,
traveling and hanging out at the beach. She
plans to study music at the University of
Mobile.

Concert & Encore Singers
Karalynn Anastasio
Karalynn attends Covenant Christian
School and is in the 8th grade. She enjoys
drawing, acting and reading and is involved
with local community theatre. This is her
4th season with MSC and she loves it!

Eva Barone
Eva is in the 12th grade and is a homeschool
student. This is her 4th season with
Mobile’s Singing Children. She loves to
create and wants to publish her music,
stories and artwork for the public to enjoy!

Bayleigh Batchelor
Concert Choir & Encore!
Bayleigh is an 11th grade student at St.
Luke’s Episcopal School. This marks her 6th
season singing with MSC. She’s involved
with robotics, theatre and the recycling
club and plans to study music and
languages in college and travel the world.

Lauryn Burrell
Lauryn attends Murphy High School and is
in the 10th grade. This is her 2nd season
with MSC. She enjoys spending time with
friends and family and plans to become an
early childhood teacher.

Concert & Encore Singers
Tatum Courington
Concert Choir & Encore!

Tatum is an 11th grader at Leroy High
School and this is her 10th year in MSC.
She plays the piano and clarinet and is in
her school band. She plans to attend
Judson College and major in music
education.

Melanie Davis
Melanie attends St. Luke’s Episcopal
School where she’s in the 8th grade. She
plays soccer, volleyball and the ukulele.
This is her 5th year in MSC and she loves
the friendships she’s made.

Janie Dunwell
Concert Choir & Encore!
Janie is a junior at McGill-Toolen
Catholic High School and is in her 10th
singing season with MSC. She is a
member of the HiQ and Scholar’s Bowl
teams and the Junior Legion of Mary.
She’s planning a career in a STEM ﬁeld.

Heaven Gray
Heaven is a 7th grader at St. Dominic
Catholic School. This is her 6th season
with MSC and she enjoys drama, dance
and karate. People may be surprised to
know she’s a 1st degree black belt! She
wants to pursue acting and music in
college.

Concert & Encore Singers
Grace Greenwood
Concert Choir & Encore!

Grace is a junior at McGill-Toolen
Catholic High School where she's a
member of the Chamber singers and a
student ambassador. This is her 11th year in
MSC and she plans to pursue a career in
music.

Rhiannon Harris
As a 9th grader at McGill-Toolen Catholic
High School, Rhiannon is a varsity singer
and competes in piano. This is her 7th
season with MSC. She enjoys art, spending
time with her cats and wants to study
social work and/or music in college.

Katie Ann Hites
Concert Choir & Encore!
Katie Ann attends McGill-Toolen Catholic
High School as a junior. This is her 9th
season with MSC. She plays varsity softball
and loves to draw. Katie Ann wants to
pursue a career in speech pathology.

Marisol Hoffmann
Marisol is a 10th grade homeschool student
and in her 4th season with MSC. She
participates in robotics, and writing group
and recently learned embroidery. You may
be surprised to learn she loves hats and has
a collection of more than 30!

Concert & Encore Singers
Helena Jauregui
Helena attends Davidson High School
where she’s in the 11th grade. This is her
5th year in MSC. She enjoys reading and
cats and plays the Bari sax. She plans to
pursue Gender Studies in college.

Eva Langan
Eva is a 10th grade at McGill-Toolen
Catholic High School. This is her 3rd year
in MSC and she loves the people! Fun fact
- Eva has 2 different colored eyes! She
plans to pursue business or law in college.

Madison McPhillips
Concert Choir & Encore!

Madison is a 10th grader at Baker High
School and this is her 9th season with
MSC. She is a member of the PACT and
enjoys playing musical instruments. She
would like to pursue a career as a
storyboard artist.

Laney Melton
Laney is a 10th grade student at Mobile
Christian School. She is a member of the
National Jr. Honor Society and the SGA.
She enjoys painting, piano and reading.
This is Laney’s 3rd season with MSC.

Concert & Encore Singers
Andrew Morvant
Andrew is an 8th grader at Causey Middle
School. This is his 5th year in MSC. He
plays the trombone and loves video games.
He would like to become a professional
musician one day.

Emma Powell
Emma is in the 6th grade and attends
Phillips Preparatory. This is her 3rd season
with MSC and she enjoys the opportunity
to improve her voice. She is a Girl Scout
and loves to bake and camp.

Eashan Sharma
Eashan is an 8th grade student at Phillips
Preparatory School where he’s a member
of the Scholar’s Bowl team. This is his third
year with MSC and he loves the people. He
plans to attend an ivy league college and
become a doctor one day.

Spencer Stoll
Spencer is in the 6th grade and this is his
3rd year singing with MSC. He enjoys
sports and playing with his dog. People
may be surprised to know he loves to clean
up the environment!

Concert & Encore Singers
Madisyn Washington
Concert Choir & Encore!
Madisyn is a 9th grader at Theodore High
School. She plays basketball and sings in
her school choir. She would like to
become a special education teacher and
help students in need. This is her 7th year
with MSC.

Kathleen Bowden
Kate is a 10th grader at Mobile Christian
School and this is her 2nd season with
MSC. She in in the National Honor
Society, Service Club and loves to bake.
She plans to study psychology in college.

Grace Brack
Grace is in the 7th grade at St. Mary
Catholic School. This is her 2nd year in
MSC and she enjoys painting, drawing
and plays the trumpet. She would like to
study nursing and work in the NICU one
day.

Elisha Cook
Elisha is making his debut with MSC this
season. He is an 8th grade student at
Phillips Magnet School.

Concert & Encore Singers

Renata Gonzalez-Espana
Renata is a 4th grader at Eichold-Mertz
Magnet School and in her 4th season with
MSC. She is a Girl Scout and enjoys
playing soccer. She would like to become
an artist one day!

Lilly Heller
Lilly is in the 6th grade at Corpus Christi
Catholic School. This is her second season
with MSC. She participates in the Seton
Sisters and Computer Club and plans to
study computer science in college.

Vincent Jauregui
Vincent is in the 4th grade at St. Dominic
Catholic School, and this is his 3rd season
with MSC. He enjoys gaming and drawing.
People would be surprised to know that
Vincent's favorite snack is a mustard and
mayonnaise sandwich!

Elizabeth Ann McDonald
Elizabeth Ann is a 5th grader at St.
Ignatius Catholic School. This is her 3rd
season with MSC. She plays volleyball and
sings in her school choir. She also enjoys
art!

Concert & Encore Singers
Fiona McGill
Fiona attends Fairhope Middle School
where she is in 8th grade. This is her 2nd
season with MSC. She plays tennis,
volleyball and takes art classes and plans to
study musical theatre and psychology in
the future.

Miles Morgan
Miles is a 5th grader at Old Shell Road
Magnet School & this is his 3rd season
with MSC. He plays the viola and is
training to run his ﬁrst half marathon.
Miles would like to attend Auburn, play
soccer & study architecture.

Kiley Murphy
Kiley is a 7th grader at Moffett Road
Christian School. This is her 3rd year in
MSC. She plays piano, violin and
volleyball and plans to attend Auburn and
become a veterinarian.

Noah Clark
Encore!
Noah is in the 10th grade and attends the
Alabama School of Math and Science. This
is his 6th season with MSC. He plays
soccer, trombone, piano and electric
guitar. Noah is planning a career in the
Army and clinical psychology.

Concert & Encore Singers
Jackson Moons
Encore!
Jackson attends Baker High School and
this is his 5th year singing with MSC.

William Stoll
Encore!
William is in 11th grade at Davidson High
School. This is his 10th season singing with
MSC. He enjoys ﬁshing and photography
and recently learned how to play the
French horn. He plans to pursue a career
in Civil or Computer Engineering.

2020-2021 MSC Ambassadors
Grace Greenwood - Lead Ambassador
Janie Dunwell - Lead Ambassador
Katie Ann Hites - Lead Ambassador
Bayleigh Batchelor - Ambassador
Lauryn Burrell - Ambassador
Tatum Courington - Ambassador
Madison McPhillips - Ambassador
Madisyn Washington - Ambassador

Our Benefactors

Grand Benefactor $1,000 and up
Stephen Reams
Bonnie Jean & Valrey Early
in honor of Susan Hoitt
in memory of Dr. John Cranton
in memory of Mrs. Martha Meier
in memory of Mrs. Nancy McCrummen
in memory of Cara Lynne Early

Singers Benefactor $500 - $999
Singers Angel $300 - $499
Tish Odom

Singers Partner $50 - $99
Elizabeth Blanchette
Keith and Andra Bohnet
D.Scott Wright
in honor of Susan Hoitt

Dick & Sherry Coats
Alfredo Gonzalez
Peyton and James McElroy
Brian Jensen
Luann Rice
in honor of George W Moser
& Mary Lou Byrd

Walter & Charlotte McRae
in honor of Anabel Gordon

Singers Sponsor $100 - $299
Richard & Elizabeth Britton
in Memory of Jeannette Moore

Zach Connor
Claudia Jones
in honor of Madison McPhillips

Dick & Dianne Berry
in honor of Mack & Miles Morgan

Singers Friends $25-$49
Mary C. Harper
David & Joanne Atwood
James & Lana Lemons
Katherine Weber
Michael Singeltary
Annette Quint
Sara K. Long
Juanita Brincat
in honor of Grace Greenwood

Special Thanks

Mobile’s Singing Children appreciates Spring Hill Presbyterian
Church for their tireless support and kindness their congregation and staff
have provided us for the last 15 years! Special thanks to Dr. Buz Wilcoxon,
Sr. Pastor, and Dr. Randall Sheets, Organist & Music Director.
Thanks to Msgr. Bill Skoneki and the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception for hosting our annual Mobile Christmas Concert.
We are grateful to Fr. Patrick Driscoll, Pastor, Randy Bolden, Music
Director, Brenda Christian , Director of Religious Education and St.
Dominic parish for providing a magniﬁcent venue for our rehearsals.
MSC is a community funded organization relying on the support of the
Gulf Coast through grants, corporate donations, and individual
contributions. We are a 501(c) 3 charitable organization.

AUDITION DATES
Mid-semester auditions in January 2021
Spring auditions begin in April 2021
Mobile’s Singing Children
mobilesingingchildren.org
PO Box 91841 I Mobile, AL 36691 I 251.285.2285
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